Use of random amplified polymorphic DNA for rapid molecular subtyping of Corynebacterium diphtheriae.
A total of 210 Corynebacterium diphtheriae strains isolated worldwide were assayed by random amplified polymorphic DNA (RAPD) assay. RAPD was as discriminating as standard ribotyping, and in some cases, even further differentiation was obtained. RAPD can rapidly aid clinical and molecular epidemic studies in a simple and cost-effective manner.